BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES

July 7, 2025

The regular meeting and public hearing of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Upper
St. Clair, duly advertised and posted in accordance with law, was called to order at 7:30 PM on
Monday, July 7, 2025, at the Township of Upper St. Clair Municipal Building, Board of
Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Upper St. Clair, PA. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all
present.

PRESENT: Commissioner Paoly President
Commissioner Enck Vice President
Commissioner Burlingame
Commissioner Graves
Commissioner Pardini
Commissioner Thomas

Matthew R. Serakowski Township Manager

Mark P. Romito Director of Finance

Adam A. Benigni Director of Community Development
Irving S. Firman Township Attorney

Michael J. Galet, P.E. Township Engineer

Missy Fenster Network Deposition Services
Prudence Cooper Recording Secretary

EXCUSED: Commissioner Plutko
Mark S. Mansfield Assistant Township Manager

PUBLIC: 15 people attended.

RECOGNITION

Commissioner Burlingame presented Certificates of Achievement to Upper St. Clair High School
Track and Field members, Sadie Tomczyk and Anna Engelman for their wins at the 2025 Western
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic League (WPIAL) Class AAA Girls’ Track & Field
Championships.

REVIEW OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF
JUNE 2, 2025

Commissioner Burlingame moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 2, 2025. This
was seconded by Commissioner Thomas and carried with a 6-0 voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ms. Denise Graham, 1382 Skyridge Drive, stated that she lives very close to the perimeter trail and
frequently walks on it. She wanted to make the Board of Commissioners aware of her concerns with
riders of E-bikes who go much too fast creating danger to walkers on the trail. These bikes weigh
more than 100 pounds and travel more than 25 miles per hour so they should obey Pennsylvania
laws. They are especially dangerous to dog walkers who cannot get their dogs out of the way of the
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bikers in time. The bikers also provide no warning when approaching walkers from behind. Police
patrol on quads in the morning, but they need to patrol more frequently, even after dusk. She realizes
that the riders of E-bikes are having a good time, but they need to be safe. Ms. Graham suggested
posting signs and making the public aware of the laws regarding E-bikes, but something needs to be
done to avoid a serious potential accident. She did add that fortunately, all the bikers do wear their
helmets.

Mr. Serakowski thanked Ms. Graham for her comments and shared that the Township is aware of
the challenges with E-bikes in Township parks. He stated that the police are enforcing the laws and
have issued citations, but he will pass along her concerns to the Police Department. Furthermore,
the Township is currently developing an ordinance pertaining to E-bikes which will require
enforcement of Pennsylvania laws. The Township is also conferring with Peters Township and
sharing ideas regarding the issues with E-bikes. Mr. Serakowski suggested that Ms. Graham call the
police if she witnesses any problems with bikers on the perimeter trail.

OLD BUSINESS

PUBLIC HEARING RE. ADOPTION OF 2025-2035 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Mr. Benigni stated that this is the initial public hearing on the adoption of the 2025-2035
Comprehensive Plan following an 18-month long process. After tonight’s presentation, and
comments and questions from the Board and the public, Staff recommends the public hearing be
continued to the Board of Commissioners’ meeting on August 4, 2025.

Ms. Laura Ludwig, Group Manager, Hebert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. (HRG), the Township’s
consultant for the Comprehensive Plan, introduced her colleagues, Sommer Schneller and Ally
Buerk.

Ms. Ludwig continued with the agenda of the presentation of the Comprehensive Plan which
includes:

Tasks Completed to Date

e Staff kickoff meeting in January 2024.

e First phase — included visioning, outreach, needs assessment and strategy development. HRG
got to know the community and conduct public outreach to identify the theme areas.

e Initial trends report was drafted, and a past plans review was conducted with the Planning
Commission serving as the steering committee. HRG met with the Planning Commission
every two months during this entire process.

e Transition from public outreach to key stakeholder meetings; theme, goal and strategy
development; development of the actual Plan, public display of the Plan on May 23, 2025,
and the first public hearing today, July 7", which is the end of the 45-day review period.

Review of the Comprehensive Plan
e The chapters of the Plan are Executive Summary, Introduction, and the four key theme areas
that are part of the plan: Enhancing Municipal Administrative Services, Promoting Parks &
Recreation Opportunities and Amenities, Encouraging Transportation Infrastructure and
Connectivity Improvements, Guiding Land Use and Environmental Best Practices, and
Implementation. Each chapter will be discussed later in this presentation.
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Transformation Sketch Review
e High level sketches were developed to help the community understand what some of the
goals would look like. Coordination with the Planning Commission and Staff helped to
reduce the original list of eight or nine improvements to the following three areas:

McLaughlin Run Corridor

Improvements will begin with the Township owning all the land on the southern side
of McLaughlin Run Road with the acquisition of the last two parcels.

Moving and extending the Salt Shed to the other side of McLaughlin Run Road.
Creating a multi-purpose field.

Creating an off-road path for pedestrians and bicyclists which would connect the high
school to the roundabout.

A rough concept of what these improvements would look like was presented.

Montour Trail Connection

Option One would connect the existing Frosty Links golf cart path with the Montour
Trail making it a mixed-use pathway for bikers, pedestrians, and golf carts.

The path would continue on to Boyce Mayview Park.

The proposed trail would use existing rights-of-way next to the train tracks through
the golf course and up to the T.A.R. self-storage area.

Option Two would connect through the Hastings neighborhood in South Fayette or
on Mayview Road to Boyce Mayview Park which would be a multi-municipal
venture to create recreational opportunities.

An artist’s rendering of the mixed-use Montour Trail Connection was presented.
There are existing regulations and ordinances for this kind of use; however, enforcing
speed and vehicle use would be needed.

McMurray Road Corridor Connectivity

Currently, there is not much room along McMurray Road to safely walk, especially
for students walking to the high school.

The proposed connectivity would be a multi-use path following the creek behind the
commercial properties along McMurray Road and rejoining at the front of the street
at McLaughlin Run Road.

The Municipality of Bethel Park has been consulted to possibly utilize Pittsburgh
Regional Transit (PRT) land to create a connection north at Drake Road.

In response to Commissioner Burlingame’s inquiry, Ms. Schneller stated that although it is
inherently difficult to walk from the location of the old Outback property to the school, piano key
crosswalks are there to help guide pedestrians.

Public Open House Meeting Results
e The meeting was held in March 2025 with 33 residents attending.
e Allowed the public to comment on the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan that
was presented. Different stations and presentations were set up including transformative
sketch boards, non-motorized connectivity map, an implementation voting exercise and a
draft plan with a comment box.
e Votes were cast on the four key theme areas:

Enhancing Municipal Administrative Services
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= Most votes were for promoting a sense of place and community and overall positive
culture as well as continuing to seek grants to help fund projects and initiatives in the
Township.

= The overall theme was to continue doing what the Township is already doing with library
and recreation programming, and parks.

Promoting Parks & Recreation Opportunities and Amenities

= Most votes were for conducting improvement projects as needed based on the prioritized
list, and conducting improvements and renovations consistent with the 2024 Community
& Recreation Center Post COVID Facility Assessment.

Encouraging Transportation Infrastructure & Connectivity Improvements

= Most of the plan and transformative sketches focused on this area.

= Most votes were for exploring the feasibility of connecting to the Montour Trail from the
trails in Upper St. Clair to the trailhead in Peters Township off of Valley Brook Road.

= The second most votes were for connecting neighborhoods and amenities through
existing trails by providing trail spurs or trail expansions or through the construction of
new sidewalks.

Guiding Land Use & Environmental Best Practices

= Most votes were for ensuring housing mix allowing aging residents to remain within the
community.

= The second most votes were for participating in regional advocacy groups and other
organizations that seek to improve stormwater, flooding, and other environmental
concerns in the area.

Key findings from the Open House Meeting

= Attendees were generally happy with the draft Plan and felt it accurately reflected the
community’s needs.

= There was support for the proposed trail and sidewalk connections and additional
walking and biking connections to neighboring communities.

= There should be continued coordination between the Comprehensive Plan and plans for
the Community & Recreation Center.

Comments/Edits

Public notice of the Comprehensive Plan included an online comment form along with a
draft of the Plan.

Public notices were placed as required in the newspaper and through social media.

All neighboring municipalities, the County, and the School District received a link via email
to review the draft Plan.

Although no comments were received from the online comment form, mostly positive
comments were received from Allegheny County regarding public engagement, the land use
map, and assuring the Plan is implemented.

Comments were also received from Bridgeville Borough.

Wrap-up/Next Steps

A timeline of the steps required by the Municipal Planning Code was presented.
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e The Plan officially went on public display on May 23, 2025 and the Planning Commission
reviewed it at their May and June meetings and recommended it for approval, pending minor
edits and revisions which have since been made.

e This meeting is the first public hearing ending the 45-day review period, and a second public
hearing and adoption of the Plan will occur on August 4, 2025.

Commissioner Paoly thanked the HRG Staff for the presentation and asked for the content of
Bridgeville’s comments of the Plan. Ms. Ludwig responded that Bridgeville’s comments were minor
but did include remarks about the proposed roundabout at Bank Street, trails and stormwater. Their
comments were added to the Plan.

Commissioner Paoly asked if there were any additional questions or comments from the Board or
the public and there were none.

MOTION AND VOTE TO CONTINUE PUBLIC HEARING RE. ADOPTION OF
2025-2035 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Commissioner Enck moved to continue the Public Hearing Re. 2025-2035 Comprehensive
Plan to the Regular Board of Commissioners’ meeting on August 4, 2025. This was
seconded by Commissioner Burlingame and carried with a 6-0 voice vote.

NEW BUSINESS

RECOMMENDATION RE. APPOINTMENT TO PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY
BOARD

Mr. Serakowski stated that there is an opening on the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board. Following
recent interviews by the Board of Commissioners in February and March, Staff recommends the
Board of Commissioners approve the appointment of Grant Kandabarow to the Parks & Recreation
Advisory Board for a partial three-year term, expiring in 2026. This may be accomplished by a
simple motion and voice vote.

Commissioner Paoly asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board or the public
and there were none.

MOTION AND VOTE TO APPROVE AN APPOINTMENT TO PARKS &
RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD

Commissioner Burlingame moved to approve the appointment of Grant Kandabarow to the

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board for a partial term expiring in 2026. This was seconded
by Commissioner Thomas and carried with a 6-0 voice vote.

OTHER BUSINESS

Commissioner Burlingame provided very positive comments regarding viewing fireworks from the
new Morton Fields Complex and commended Mr. Serakowski, Mr. Benigni, and Township Staff for
creating a wonderful Township event.

Commissioner Paoly stated following adjournment, the Board will be meeting for an Executive
Session to discuss legal and personnel matters.
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ADJOURNMENT

Following a motion for adjournment by Commissioner Burlingame and a second by Commissioner
Pardini which carried with a 6-0 voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:05PM

Prudence Cooper
Recording Secretary
July 7,2025
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LITIGATION REPORT - SUMMARY
TOWNSHIP OF UPPER ST. CLAIR

July 2, 2025

CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS PLAINTIFF

Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Francis Funaro (No. CV-99-2024) (Magistrate Arnoni)

Township of Upper St. Clair v. Irene Johnovna Verzelli (No. CV-176-2024) (Magistrate
Arnoni)

Township of Upper St. Clair v. Remedy Development LLC (No. CV-159-2024)
(Magistrate Arnoni)

Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Deborah E. McPherson & David C. Mesko (No. CV-
70-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni)

Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Joseph J. Zelezniak & Judith A. Zelezniak (No. CV-
71-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni)

Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Patricia H. Odonnell

Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Kerry L. Turner

Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Matthew Weiss (No. CV-118-2025) (Magistrate
Arnoni):

CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS DEFENDANT NOT DEFENDED BY

INSURANCE CARRIER

A.

Shipley Plumbing LLC v. Township of Upper St. Clair (AAA Case No. 01-24-0008-
2776).

TBI Contracting, Inc. v. Township of Upper St. Clair and Edelmann Project
Management LL.C d/b/a EPM Architecture (AAA Case No. 01-24-0008-6898).

CASES WHERE UPPER ST. CLAIR IS DEFENDANT AND INSURANCE

COMPANY IS DEFENDING

A.

Jeffrey S. Valperga et ux. vs. The Municipal Authority of the Township of Upper

St. Clair, Township of Upper St. Clair, and Municipality of Bethel Park, GD 20-

9879 (Allegheny County).

HUD Fair Housing Complaint (Jason Depp).

Estate of Stephen A. Stasenko vs. Township of Upper St. Clair et al., GD 23-3656

(Allegheny County).

Susan Shepherd as Administratrix of the Estate of Chris Shepherd vs. Township of Upper

St. Clair, (GD 24-2215) (Allegheny County)
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IV. OTHER LITIGATION INCLUDING BANKRUPTCY MATTERS

V. LAND USE

V. OTHER LEGAL MATTERS

A. United States Environmental Protection Agency Action
Pursuant To 33 U.S.C. §138

B. M & D Properties Board of Viewers, No. GD20-10982




